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Taking Woodstock is the funny, touching, and true story of Elliot Tiber, the man who was

instrumental in arranging the site for the original Woodstock Concert. Elliot, whose parents owned

an upstate New York motel, was working in Greenwich Village in the summer of 1969. He socialized

with the likes of Truman Capote, Tennessee Williams, and photographer Robert Mapplethorpe, and

yet somehow managed to keep his gay life a secret from his family. Then on Friday, June 28, Elliot

walked into the Stonewall Innâ€•and witnessed the riot that would galvanize the American gay

movement and enable him to take stock of his own lifestyle. And on July 15, when Elliot learned that

the Woodstock Concert promoters were unable to stage the show in Wallkill, he offered to find them

a new venue. Soon he was swept up in a vortex that would change his life forever.
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The above would be an appropriate subtitle for this heartfelt but energetic and witty coming-of-age

autobiography/memoir by Elliot Tiber, whose main claim to fame is that he fought the petty politics

and narrow-mindedness of his small town of Bethel, NY, in order to make possible the Woodstock

Festival in 1969.The author (born Eliyahu Teichberg) grew up in the richly ethnic neighborhood of

Bensonhurst, Brooklyn in an emotionally-starved but hardworking family with his Russian-Jewish

immigrant parents. His father worked as a roofer, while his mother ran a housewares store in which

they all helped out. Elliot finished college and began a moderately successful career in art design,

primarily starting out dressing store windows and painting murals for rich Manhattanites. A trip to the



Catskills resulted in the family buying a run-down motel right off Highway 17B at White Lake, in the

town of Bethel NY, and Elliot found himself splitting his time, working weekdays in NYC and

spending weekends doing whatever had to be done to keep the motel operational and barely

financially afloat.At the same time, Elliot came to the realization that he was gay, and - for whatever

reason - favored the underground S&M flavored scene that existed in NYC in the mid 1960's. He

met and partied with Robert Mapplethorpe, Truman Capote, Tennessee Williams, and even

encountered Rock Hudson at one point. Of course, coming out to his conservative parents wasn't

an option for him at the time, but his "secret life" during the week somewhat served to make

bearable the weekends at the motel, scrubbing toilets and dealing with customer complaints (The

Teichbergs cut a few corners in customer service. For example, they had phones in each room, but

they weren't connected to anything.
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